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Mr. HILL changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
f 

AUTHORIZING USE OF EMANCI-
PATION HALL FOR CEREMONY 
TO PRESENT CONGRESSIONAL 
GOLD MEDAL TO FIRST SPECIAL 
SERVICE FORCE 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table (S. Con. Res. 2) author-
izing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for a cere-
mony to present the Congressional 
Gold Medal to the First Special Service 
Force, in recognition of its superior 
service during World War II, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 2 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

CEREMONY TO PRESENT CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO FIRST SPE-
CIAL SERVICE FORCE. 

Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Visitor 
Center is authorized to be used on February 
3, 2015, for a ceremony to present the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the First Special 
Service Force collectively, in recognition of 
its superior service during World War II. 
Physical preparations for the conduct of the 
ceremony shall be carried out in accordance 
with such conditions as the Architect of the 
Capitol may prescribe. 

The concurrent resolution was con-
curred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I send 
to the desk a privileged concurrent res-
olution and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 7 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), That the two Houses of 

Congress assemble in the Hall of the House 
of Representatives on Tuesday, January 20, 
2015, at 9 p.m., for the purpose of receiving 
such communication as the President of the 
United States shall be pleased to make to 
them. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The concurrent resolution was agreed 

to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 217 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that Representa-
tive ADAM SMITH be removed as a co-
sponsor of H.R. 217. He was inadvert-
ently added through a clerical error 
and did not intend to cosponsor the 
legislation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF JOE 
STRICKLAND 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of our own, Joe 
Strickland, the Chief Reporter of De-
bates, on his retirement from the 
House after more than 21 years of serv-
ice. 

Joe Strickland is a native Texan. He 
came to the House in 1993, 2 years after 
graduating from court reporting 
school. He quickly distinguished him-
self not only as an excellent court re-
porter but as a very capable manager. 
In 2000, the Clerk of the House pro-
moted Joe to Deputy Chief Reporter 
and made him Chief in 2005. 

Joe has participated in seven State of 
the Union addresses by three Presi-
dents, and he has developed a global 
reputation as a leader in reporting par-
liamentary debates. 

Joe has represented the House abroad 
on several occasions, Mr. Speaker, in-
cluding participating in the World e- 
Parliament Conference in Johannes-
burg. 

Here at home, Joe has addressed the 
national convention of the National 
Court Reporters Association three 
times, and he has served on the board 
of the Greater Washington Shorthand 
Reporters Association. 

Mr. Speaker, the House has lost a 
great resource and role model for the 43 
dedicated professionals Joe manages. 
One of the reporters, of course, is on 
the floor reporting this now, and we 
thank her, and we thank all of those 
who have to listen to us and report 
what we say. That is a tough job. But 
I know that Joe will continue to in-
spire those who serve in the reporting 
office. 

I join, and I know all of my col-
leagues join, in honoring Joe Strick-
land, thanking him for his service to 
this House. We wish him a very happy 
retirement, full of time spent with his 
husband, Tom, and their son, Kevin. I 
thank him for his service to the Con-
gress and to our country. 

f 

PLACATING THE COMMUNIST 
REGIME OF CUBA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it 
is truly astonishing that President 
Obama is asking Congress and the 
American people to applaud and reward 
the Castro regime for releasing 53 inno-
cent people from its gulags today while 
ignoring the fact that over 1,000 were 
arrested last year. 

These individuals were imprisoned 
for expressing their basic rights as 
human beings, and for seeking reforms 
on the island based on the universal 
and fundamental principle of freedom. 

What a pathetically low bar Presi-
dent Obama has set. This administra-
tion has shown, time and again, that it 
is more willing to appease tyrants than 
to fulfill America’s role as the defender 
of freedom, of democracy, and respect 
for human rights. 

President Obama’s concessions to the 
Castro regime further illustrate that 
he is willing to abandon American core 
principles of liberty and justice in 
order to placate a dangerous regime. 

f 

AMERICANS MOURN WITH THE 
PEOPLE OF PARIS 

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today we mourn with the peo-
ple of Paris. Americans stand with 
Paris and attacks on innocent people 
everywhere across the world. 

Terrorists are escalating their at-
tacks on innocent people across the 
world as we speak. Americans here at 
home are rightfully concerned, and to 
protect them, they look to us, their 
lawmakers. 

Our greatest responsibility, above ev-
erything else we ever do, prescribed to 
us in the Constitution, is to keep peo-
ple safe in their homes and in their 
country. 

As security measures go up in our 
country to keep us safe, unfortunately, 
House GOP leaders are proposing to 
shut the Department of Homeland Se-
curity down. We cannot play politics 
with our national security. 

I urge my House GOP colleagues to 
stand up for security and not shut 
down the government. Let’s put the 
safety of the American people first and 
put petty politics aside. Now is the 
time that we stand strong for the secu-
rity of everyone. 
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